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The plague years: a chronicle ofAIDS, the
epidemic of our time. By David Black,
London, 1986. Picador/Pan Books. Pp 177.
Price £3.50.

Mr Black is clever. This is clear despite the
fact that the book is written in appalling
American journalese. The jargon eventually
has a strange appeal. Some words and
phrases, such as "dry humps" (p52), reveal
their meaning only in context. Nevertheless
there is throughout an acute sense of social
awareness in the author's observations of
men and the acquired immune deficiency
syndrome (AIDS) scene in the United States
of America. He has a sharp ear and eye for
individuals, whether it be a voodoo priest in
the slums of Haiti or the leader of the AIDS
task force in his office at the Center for
Disease Control in Atlanta. The same
applies to the reporting of the fierce discus-
sions concerning the proposed closing of
bathouses and the arguments for and against
children with AIDS attending school. No
nuance is neglected.
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Grand Orient de Belgique masonic lodge,
Les Amis du Commerce et la Perseverance
Reunis, 4th medical prize

In March 1987 the masonic lodge "Les Amis
du Commerce et la Perseverance Reunis" in
Antwerp will award its 4th medical prize of
30-000 ECU (£ 19 000).
The purpose of the prize is to reward a

scientist or group of scientists who, in the
course of their research work, have made a
significant contribution to the progress of
medical science whether theoretical or
practical, fundamental or clinical. The prize
may be divided between several candidates.
The prize will be awarded by jury of four

members and a president appointed by the
masonic lodge "Les Amis du Commerce et la
Perseverance Reunis". The jury shall be
entitled to call in experts for advice if it deems
necessary. The members of the jury who will
have been empanelled to attend the meetings
will have to justify their judgment of the
candidacies in writing. All deliberations will
be made in camera and decisions made by a

simple majority. All working expenses will
be paid by the organising lodge.
The competition is open to any researcher

whether certified or not, without discrimina-
tion of a racial, national, sexual, or
philosophical nature. Candidacies for the
prize must be sponsored by at least two
freemasons whose masonic qualifications
must be confirmed by their masonic
authorities. In turn the sponsors will have to
vouch in writing for the moral integrity of
their candidates.

All applications must be accompanied by a
detailed curriculum vitae of the candidates, a
resume of their scientific activities, and the
opinion of the authorities under whom they
work. All applications must be submitted
before 30 December 1986 and addressed to:
Mr Rene De Zuttere, Hoogpadlaan 101,
B-2070 Antwerp, Belgium.
The jury will come to a decision not later

than 31 March 1987. This decision will be
final and not open to appeal. The prize will be
presented during an academic session in
Antwerp in May 1987. The masonic lodge

"Les Amis du Commerce et la Perseverance
Reunis" reserves the right to withold the
prize should the applications appear to be
below standard.

European Society for Dermatological
Research symposium on aging and skin
cancer

A clinically oriented symposium on aging
and skin cancer will be held at the Hotel
Midas Palace, Rome, Italy, on 15-17
February 1987.

Enquiries should be addressed to: organis-
ing secretariat, European Society for
Dermatological Research symposium, c/o
PTS srl, Viale Bruno Buozzi 61, 00197
Rome, Italy. Tel: (06) 80 45 53. Telex:
621514 PTS-ROM I.

Scientific committee: F Serri, G Rabbiosi,
D Cerimele, and A Giannetti, Foundation
for Research in Dermatology, Largo Gemelli
8, 00168 Rome, Italy. Tel: (06) 33 85
451.


